THE GREAT STATE

centralisation of government, to migrations and
conflicts upon a large scale; one discovers the proc-
ess developing into a phase of social fragmenta-
tion and destruction and then, unless the whole
country has been wasted down to its very soil, the
Normal Social Life returns as the heath and furze
and grass return after the burning of a common.
But it never returns in precisely its old form. The
surplus forces have always produced some traceable
change; the rhythm is a little altered. As between
the Gallic peasant before the Roman conquest, the
peasant of the Gallic province, the Carlovingian
peasant, the French peasant of the thirteenth, the
seventeenth, and the twentieth centuries, there is, in
spite of a general uniformity of life, of a common
atmosphere of cows, hens, dung, toil, ploughing
economy, and domestic intimacy, an effect of ac-
cumulating generalising influences and of wider
relevancies. And the oscillations of empires and
kingdoms, religious movements, wars, invasions,
settlements leave upon the mind an impression
that the surplus life of mankind, the less-localised
life of mankind, that life of mankind which is not
directly connected with the soil but which has
become more or less detached from and independent
of it, is becoming proportionately more important
in relation to the Normal Social Life, It is as if a
different way of living was emerging from the
Normal Social Life and freeing itself from its
traditions and limitations.
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